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View of Nicaragua’s Concepción Volcano.

Most everyone agrees that a family
atmosphere at Daemen is one of its
enduring strengths. “You’re not just
a number here” is a chorus sung loud
and proud among most students
and alumni, who recognize the value
of personal attention and a caring
environment for academic exploration
and personal growth.
Donald Denk of West Seneca,
New York, owner of Progressive
Maintenance Plus, graduated from
Daemen in 1980 with a degree in busi
ness administration. Twenty-six years
later, his son David graduated from
Daemen as well.
“I didn’t push him to go there,”
Denk says of his son. “We didn’t have
a clue what Dave wanted to do. His
high school counselor told him the art
field would be a good bet. And Dave
wanted to stay local. Daemen had a
program he was interested in and I
told him, hey, Daemen is pretty cool!”
In the senior Denk’s case, he notes
that the biggest take-away he received
from attending Daemen was “the ability
to market myself. I had no Daemen
mentor per se. 1 took a little from
everyone.”
He recalls that, in addition to
courses in accounting, marketing,
and economics, he was also required
to take either a philosophy or religion
course. He went with the latter. “The
professor was so good, so interesting,”
Denk remembers. “1 ended up actually
taking three or four more religion
classes. It gave me more insight into

religion. I developed a totally new
attitude toward it.”
The marketing fundamentals Denk
absorbed as a Daemen undergraduate
have served him well, in his business
- a handy-man and light construction
service - and in another passion of his:
helping to build and run race cars.
“At Daemen, I learned how to
structure a business, and I learned
marketing skills,” says Denk. Now he
sees himself leveraging those talents
in marketing and managing a race car
that has garnered sponsors such as
Lake Erie Speedway in Pennsylvania
and Ohio Technical College in the
Buckeye State, along with Western New
York sponsor Clinton Auto & Truck.
Licensed by NASCAR, Denk,
whose car, co-owned with a friend,
was in the winner’s circle four times
last year, finds himself increasingly
involved in marketing and promoting
the vehicle - a Charger Division ’85
Monte Carlo. The Daemen connection
is especially visible on Denk’s fourwheel wonder, thanks to son David,
who has done graphic work directly
on the vehicle, as well as for related
promotional literature.

Dave Denk, Class of ’06, shares
many things in common with his
father - both are Daemen alumni, of
course, and both are involved in Don’s
business - but goes in a decidedly
different direction when it comes to
artistic sensibilities. While his dad
admits that drawing a straight line is
something of a challenge without
the aid of a straight-edge, Dave is an
accomplished artist.
He earned his bachelor’s degree in
fine arts with specialization in sculp
ture and a minor in graphic design.
As a product service specialist and
now department manager with Lowe’s
home improvement chain, Dave finds
there are occasions when his artistic
talent is called upon to help with
product displays and other aspects
of merchandising.
“I’m tinkering with furniture
design and furniture making. I’m
setting up a workshop at our home
(which he shares with his wife
Stephanie). The artistic side of every
thing is always on my mind. The
wheels are always turning,” he says.
His father is active in helping Dave
get his work into various downtown

Buffalo galleries as well.
The junior Denk cites Daemen art
professor Dennis W. Barraclough as
his favorite. “He’s a great character,
always there to push students to do
their best. And he has the quality of a
good friend. If you needed extra help
or to have a good conversation about
something, he was the one for me to
go to,” Dave states.
The Lake View, New York resident
also cites small class size and attentive
faculty as memorable traits of his
Daemen experience. “And their push
to create individuals who are able
to be socially active, with good com
munication skills,” he adds. “They
stressed the importance of being out
going. They put a strong focus on
creating people who are strong lead
ers...I chose Daemen in the first place
because of their faculty, the class size
and the fact that you didn’t feel you
were just a number. They always took
care of whatever you needed - no
questions asked.”

If you ask the question of Margaret
“Maggie” (Sullivan) Hopson, PT, DPT,
OCS, Class of ’82, why she chose
Daemen College —especially given
that she’s an Arizona resident - you
get a familiar answer. Namely, that
Daemen has one of the leading reputa
tions for physical therapy education
in the country. Her son, Chadwick
(Chad) also ended up traveling across
country to study at Daemen, but with
far different goals.
Maggie knew she wanted to be a
physical therapist since age 14, after
seeing an Easter Seals TV commercial,
in which a man was helping a patient
walk with the help of parallel bars.
She told her parents that’s what she
wanted to do when she grew up.
When it was time to look at col
leges, Hopson explored a variety of
schools and was accepted at several,
but chose Daemen because “I really

Left: Don and Dave Denk
snapped by Dave’s sister
Katie, while attending a
Bandits lacrosse game.
Below: Maggie (Sullivan)
Hopson and son Chad
photographed on campus.
Bottom: Maggie’s yearbook
photo.

liked the professor-to-student ratio.
I liked the small class sizes and that
the instructors knew me. 1 was quiet
and didn’t like asking questions and
having attention focused on me,” she
says. “But at Daemen, I wasn’t intimi
dated to ask questions and to learn.
I felt close to the other students and
felt comfortable asking questions. It
was an open and encouraging learning
environment.”
At 22, armed with her PT degree
from Daemen, Hopson headed west
again, landing in sunny Palm Springs,
California, where she worked as a
rehabilitation physical therapist in a
hospital’s intensive care unit. “I felt
really prepared by Daemen,” she
remembers, in some cases surprising
co-workers, who thought she looked
“so young” to be a PT professional.
Says Hopson: “The Daemen program
was rigorous but not intimidating. The
professors really wanted you to get it.”
She went on to receive a master’s
in biomechanics and a doctorate of
physical therapy at Northern Arizona
University, and eventually opened her
own outpatient orthopedic practice High Desert Physical Therapy and
Sports Rehabilitation - in Winslow,
overseeing a staff of five PTs.
A nationally respected yoga practi
tioner who melds its principles with
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orthopedic intervention, Maggie sug
gested to her son, Chad, that he might
want to check out Daemen when he
was eyeing potential colleges. “He’s
very social and I knew he’d be a good
fit there,” she notes.
Chad Hopson, anticipating a May
2010 graduation, has a slightly differ
ent take on the degree to which his
mother influenced his decision to
come here. It was all in the family,
all right - but something of a friendly
rivalry, too. At least as Chad tells it,
tongue perhaps slightly in cheek.
“My mom gloated that I couldn’t
get into the same school she went
to!” says Chad with a good-natured
chuckle. But Chad insisted he could,
and when the family came east to
check Daemen out and talk to the
soccer coach, it wasn’t long before
Chad - an accomplished athlete was offered a soccer scholarship.
Actually, tennis was his main
game and he originally believed he
was going to play the sport at college.
Somehow the lure of soccer at Daemen
won out, and Chad - demonstrating
an obvious sense of humor - remem
bers thinking, “I just got manipulated
by my mother!” It’s all been in good
fun, of course, and the two have more
in common than having attended
the same college. Chad’s mother and
father, Randy - a high school social
studies teacher and coach of various
sports - encouraged Chad’s interest in
both academics and community
involvement.
Chad is working toward a degree
in business and sports management,
with a minor in theatre - although
that minor is actually having a major
influence on his plans beyond college.
He says a single course in theatre,
taken with theatre arts Prof. Christian
Brandjes, started an unshakable love
of performing on stage.
That feeling sparked a determined
plan to head to Los Angeles after
graduation, where he’d love to get a
foothold in the film industry, or any
4

related area where he can gain expo
sure as an actor. “I’m going to L.A.
for a maximum of three years,” he
declares. “If it doesn’t work out, I
promised my mother I won’t be a 29year-old waiter. I’ll pursue a law career
if the acting doesn’t work out.” (You
can already see Chad “on air,” giving
a virtual tour of Daemen, by going to
http://www.daemen.edu/admissions/
Pages/default.aspx.)
Chad credits Daemen assistant
professor of business administration
Bridget E. Niland with his interest
in law. “When I came to Daemen,
academically I thought it was easy
after my first semester,” Chad recalls.
“Then the second semester came and
- for the first time ever I had to really
work hard. I was stressed for the first
time in my life. I had no skills in timemanagement, and was about to crash
and burn. But Prof. Niland is one of
the main reasons I’m graduating. I
needed the push and she watched
over me. She’s driven, responsible
and inspiring. She even invited me
to Thanksgiving dinner. It’s so neat to
be at a place where your professors
inspire you to succeed. They push for
your success.
The Flagstaff, Arizona native has
maintained a 3.0 overall GPA, has
been an Admissions Tour Guide and
Student Association representative for
the Sports Management Club. While
sports played an important role in his
Daemen experience, Chad concedes
pragmatically that he’s “uninjured, my
knees are intact, and I’m going to put
my jersey in the rafters.”
What he considers the biggest take
away from his four years at Daemen
are the friends he’s made. “It’s hard
to create lifelong friends,” he says.
“I’ve increased my number of friends
ten-fold. What will kill me is leaving
these guys,” referring primarily to his
buddies from the soccer and basket
ball teams.
The family spirit that’s so much
a part of Daemen has resonated

mightily for Chad, especially since
he’s been so far away from his
Arizona home. He’s extremely grate
ful to an extended family of students
and their parents. “They included
me as part of their family,” he says.
His friends - the Albert’s - even
included him on their cruise to
Cozumel and Belize.

Performing also struck a chord with
1973 Rosary Hill graduate Marie
(Alessi) Buchanan, who received her
bachelor’s degree in music education.
Hailing originally from Amsterdam,
New York, Buchanan saw her daughter
Pamela become a Daemen graduate
in 2007.
Music was Buchanan’s love in
high school, and when the time
arrived, Rosary Hill struck a high note
in her search for higher learning. “I
wanted a smaller college and I wanted
to stay in New York. It was a whole
different attitude at Rosary Hill. I felt
so welcome.”
She had to audition on campus,
and “from the day I came here, Pat
Curtis, who was in charge of the
department at the time, called you by
name and it was like being part of a
family. The people I met there I’m
still in touch with today. They always
made you feel like you were at home,
willing to talk to you and the profes
sors open to helping you. It was a
loving place.”
After graduating from then
Rosary Hill, Buchanan took several
music teaching positions back in
the Amsterdam area, but missed
Western New York and returned
here in 2003. Until recently, she’d
been coordinator of the music
department for the Maryvale School
District, where she now is a full-time
middle school teacher responsible for
choral and general music programs.
“I direct the chorus at the middle
school,” she notes. “I tried teaching
little ones, and high school, but it’s

middle school I love the most.”
As a music professional, Buchanan
has fond memories of her time at
Daemen, then Rosary Hill, where she

to live on campus.” As it turns out,
she commuted during her four years.
Despite not having the unique experi
ence of dorm living - “I got a lot out

had to learn virtually every instrument

of every class.” she explains.

- trombone, trumpet, clarinet, flute,
oboe, bassoon, drums, piano and vio
lin - in addition to her choral vocal

Pam started a foreign language
club at Daemen, which offered movies,
held special communication sessions

work. “The people at Rosary Hill were
so willing to help you and really train

where students could sharpen their
Spanish skills, and even coordinated

you. They made sure you knew what

excursions to Spanish restaurants.
She found the work-study program

you were doing,” she remembers fondly.
“They were there for you, for personal
issues, too. They knew you were away
from home. And, as professional edu
cators, we have taken that into our
teaching as well. Students feel com
fortable knowing they can come to us.
That’s the key to education.”
Buchanan and her husband, Bryan,
had always wanted to open a café,
and in 2002 they did just that. They
operate Café Allegro on Hertel Avenue
in Buffalo. The trendy spot - known
as “The Upbeat Place to Meet” occasionally hosts poetry readings
led by Daemen English Prof. Peter A.
Siedlecki. “It’s neat to make Daemen
connections through the business,”
she relates.
The connection between her
decision to attend Daemen and daugh
ter Pamela’s desire to study here is a
logical one. Marie spoke often about
the college. In fact, she says she’s
recommended some 20 students, and
all but one have completed Daemen
degrees. “Pamela would hear me talking
about the College, and she saw the cam
pus and liked it. But it was her decision.

Pamela Buchanan, Class of ’07,
is living proof that the apple doesn’t
fall far from the tree. Like her mother,
Pamela graduated from Daemen, but

one of the most important dimensions
of her Daemen experience. Working
as an administrative assistant in the
offices of Dr. Edwin G. Clausen,
Vice-President and Dean of Academic
Affairs; and English Prof. Peter A.
Siedlecki, the experience “helped to
get my foot in the door of work in
the ‘real world,”’ she points out.
She also performed tutoring duties
under the guidance of Learning Center
Coordinator Carol R. McPhillips, and
tutored in mathematics over the sum
mer, in cooperation with the HEOP
program on campus.
“Service learning is phenomenal at
Daemen, I had a wonderful experience
doing that,” says Buchanan, who helps
her parents run Café Allegro on the
weekends, when she’s not teaching
and can take time away from her grad
uate studies at Buffalo State College,
where she’s specializing in educational
technology.
“And I really enjoy teaching,”
exclaims Buchanan, quick to credit
her education at Daemen for inculcat
ing the importance of having a strong
rapport and comfort level between
student and instructor. “I always felt
comfortable asking my professors

her calling was in foreign languages specifically Spanish education.

questions. It was a close-knit environ
ment at Daemen. I went to Dr. Blake
Thurman (executive director of

Pam credits her mother with
instilling in her an affinity for Daemen.

Academic Advisement) whenever I
felt stressed out about my schedule.

“We used to go to the bookstore often,
and I’d buy Daemen sweatshirts. I
liked the apartments there, too, and

Being able to be close to your teachers

the small-school setting, and wanted

Top: Marie (Alessi) Buchanan’s
yearbook photo.
Above: Pamela Buchanan

and to have a good rapport with them
has now helped me in becoming a
better teacher.”
5
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• Flexibility in determining both the amount and the ultimate
use of the funds within the College.
• Establish a fund or scholarship that carries in perpetuity your
name or the name of someone you wish to honor.
• Share in the good feeling that comes from joining the com
munity of supporters that ensure Daemen's future.
• Express your support for Daemen without affecting your
family's current financial objectives.
• Flexibility in the lifetime use of both your assets and income.
• Tax savings for your estate and heirs.
• Earn an invitation to the M. Angela Canavan Legacy Society.
One effective way to accomplish your charitable goals is to make
an estate gift through your tax-qualified retirement account or
IRA. Designating Daemen College or your favorite charity as the
beneficiary of a retirement account causes the charitable gift to
be deductible for estate tax purposes and it does not go through probate. Also, heirs may prefer to receive assets
that are less highly taxed, leaving the retirement assets instead to charity. A tax-exempt charity like Daemen College
will not have to pay the income taxes otherwise due and will therefore enjoy the full value of the gift.

9
Although tax-qualified retirement plans and IRAs are important and effective vehicles for accumulating retirement
savings, that bright picture changes once you retire. Distributions from the accounts are generally taxed as ordinary
income. Required minimum distributions increase each year after age 701/2, forcing you to shrink your tax-advan
taged account and pay taxes, even if you don't need the income at that time. The income tax on distributions
continues for your spouse or heirs who inherit your retirement account. Required distributions for your heirs may
be forced during pre-retirement and could cause them to pay taxes on distributions during their peak earning
years. Because retirement assets are subject to estate and generation-skipping transfer taxes to heirs other than
your spouse, the combination of transfer taxes and income taxes could exceed 80%!
So a gift of retirement plan assets to Daemen College may be a simple, efficient, and effective means for you to
accomplish your planning goals, preserve the inheritance intended for your heirs and help ensure Daemen's future.
It's easy to do. For estate gifts, a separate beneficiary designation form is needed. Simply request the appropriate
form for changing or adding a beneficiary from your plan administrator or IRA custodian and indicate Daemen
College, Amherst, NY as the beneficiary.
For the Daemen College tax ID number needed on the form, contact Pat Smith, Director of Leadership Giving at:
psmith@daemen.edu or 716.839.8255.
You can further designate the gift to a specific purpose within Daemen College through a letter of intent that you
send to: Pat Smith at Daemen College, Office of External Relations, 4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226.
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Rose M. lannaccone '69 . . . Leading the Way
I made Daemen College a beneficiary of my estate through my retirement plan in apprecia
tion of my college education, the mentors that were available during my years at Rosary Hill,
and the many advantages I had in my professional career as a result of my education. I am
particularly grateful to Sister DeSales, who was always there to assist me in my education, as
well as in my spiritual and social development."
Rose's thoughtful gift makes her a member of the M. Angela Canavan Legacy Society. It is
obvious that Rosary Hill is a part of who she is and through her generosity, others will have a
Daemen College education that will shape their lives, as it did for Rose.

Laura McGorray'13 became the first recipient of the Paiten J. Meyers-Brogan Memorial
Scholarship at Paiten's Annual Holiday Remembrance Celebration, held on December 12,
2009 at Rosary Hall. The Endowed Scholarship Fund was established by Paiten's family to
benefit Daemen College students who have a physical disability. Laura, who sings and plays
piano, offered to play at future Paiten evenings, telling Dr. Michael Brogan, Daemen Dean
of Health & Human Services and Paiten's grandfather, "It would be my pleasure. I'd love to
give back for what you have given to me!"

| m a r t in j . a n is m a n , f o u r t h
RESIDENT OF DAEMEN COLLEGE,

dr

Dr. Anisman began his tenure in 1996, as the College approached its 90th anniversary.
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Daemen Board of Trustees Chair Caroline Hassett Buerk, '59 noted "Dr. Anisman's
energy, leadership, and vision have brought Daemen College to a position of
strength in challenging times, placing the College on sound financial footing, build
ing on our tradition of excellence and innovation. Moreover, Daemen's enrollment has grown significantly during his
tenure, while also increasing the academic achievement level of our students.
Dr. Anisman will leave Daemen having placed the College in a position for a bright future. We very much appre
ciate his many successes, and wish him much happiness in his retirement."
In a statement, Dr. Anisman said, "March 1, 2011 will mark my 15th anniversary as President of Daemen College.
It has been both an honor and privilege to serve as Daemen's President. I have enjoyed working with a great group
of trustees, and with a wonderful, dedicated faculty, staff and administrators. I particularly cherish the interaction I
have had with all the students I have met here over the past 15 years.
"There are many people to thank, but I will limit it to my wife Cheri, and my children for supporting me in all my
endeavors. I look forward to spending more time with them. Daemen College was an outstanding institution when I
came, and I believe it is even better now. I am convinced it will continue on its path to excellence in the years ahead."

D a e m e n C o lle g e a n d S o u th C h in a U n iv e rs ity o f
T e c h n o lo g y A r t E x c h a n g e P ro m o te s C r e a tiv ity a n d
C r o s s c u ltu ra l C o lla b o r a t io n
D a e m e n E x h ib it N o w O p e n in G u a n g z h o u

A s the Thanksgiving holiday wrapped up last year, students
and faculty from the Daemen College Department of Visual and
Performing Arts traveled to Guangzhou, China, to begin an
international exchange of artwork with students and faculty of
South China University of Technology (SCUT). The exhibition,
Intersecting Currents: New York Artists at SCUT, represents the
first collaborative step between the two institutions; a return
exhibit, of artwork by students and faculty of South China
University of Technology, will arrive at Daemen in fall, 2010,
simultaneously with the first class of Chinese art and graphic
design students from SCUT, who will be attending Daemen.
The idea of exchanging artwork internationally was initiated in
the fall of 2007, during a visit to SCUT by Daemen administra
tors; specific plans for the collaboration went forward during a
follow-up meeting, also in China, in March, 2009.
"On an institutional level, the appearance of work by Daemen
College artists within the Chinese Academy is a natural way of
furthering educational collaboration," noted Daemen President
Dr. Martin J. Anisman. "Intersecting Currents allows Chinese
faculty exposure to the technical and conceptual processes of
the Daemen Visual Arts Department. The collaboration also pro
vides an opportunity for the work of Chinese artists to reach
Daemen students, introducing an expanded artistic perspective
on both sides."
Visual and Performing Arts faculty members Professor Emeritus
of Painting James A. Allen and Assistant Professor of Painting
Felice Koenig, along with two senior arts students, Nancy
Backus, a graphic design major from Parkersburg, West Virginia,
and Christopher Damiani, a graphic design major from Buffalo,
accompanied the exhibit of more than 60 pieces of artwork to
South China University of Technology.

Classic Italian Mother-Daughter Folktale Retold,
Illustrated by a Daemen Mother-Daughter Team

astfall, The Goat-Faced

tales when I was younger,"

Girl Paintings, an exhibit in

said Marinsky Sharpe, 29, a

the Daemen College Fanette

Buffalo City Flonors graduate,

Goldman/Carolyn Greenfield

now a doctoral candidate

Art Gallery, featured illustra

in conservation biology at

tions by Daemen Professor of

the University of Minnesota.

Illustration Jane Marinsky.

" I would go to the library

The illustrations were taken

and check out those giant

from the children's book

fairy tale collections by

The Goat-Faced Girl, a Classic

Andrew Lang and work my

Italian Folktale, Retold by

way through them."

Leah Marinsky Sharpe and
Illustrated by Jane Marinsky.
Described by Publisher David

Jane Marinsky has taught
illustration at Daemen for
about 15 years, and done

R. Godine as "a witty, modern

editorial illustrations for

interpretation of a classic

many magazines and news

17th century Italian folktale,"

papers, including The Buffalo

leah Marinsky Sharpe crafted a

News. Fier oil paintings and

light-hearted mother-daughter

process sketches for the book

fable, graced with illustrations

comprised the exhibition

by her mother, Jane. Glowing

at Daemen, opening with a

with rich color and playful

reception and book-signing

humor, the words and pictures

in November 2009.

together provided a perfect

In addition to her position

platform for the Marinskys'

at Daemen, Jane also works as

creativity and collaboration.

a freelance graphic designer

" I used to love reading fairy

and illustrator.

By Jessica Finch

Your needs and concerns no longer
matter, and you are changed forever.
Those are among the things Donna
Shaffner, Dean of Admissions at
Daemen College, learned during
her 10-day mission trip to Nicaragua
this past summer.
The needs of the children living in
and around the Managua city dump,
known as La Chureca, were so vast
that Shaffner, her daughter, Jessie,
and the six others from St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Orchard Park

do not allow their children to go to

forgot about themselves.

the school because they believe the

the dump is a dependable source

youngsters are more beneficial to

of income.

Shaffner called the experience
life changing, for herself and her
daughter. She said she watched as

them when working in the dump.
During her mission trip, Shaffner

because selling materials from

It is shocking to see people
living that way, she said. An image

her teenager became a woman,

visited the dump. The odor was

that stuck in her mind was of a

understanding she had greater

horrendous, as were the sights.

young girl walking around with

responsibilities in life.

Homes are built from garbage, and

an empty bowl, searching through

the people have hardly any posses

the dump for food.

The children they helped live in
a massive dump where they work

sions. There is heavy alcohol and

Hearing of such poor living

every day, rising at 4:30 a.m. to start

drug abuse, and some women enter

conditions, many might wonder

sorting the trash. They scavenge for

into prostitution when they are as

why anyone would choose to travel

items they can sell or use in some way.

young as 11 or 12 years of age.

Their clothing, housing materials,

“People had a really hard time

there, even as a missionary, but
Shaffner said those thoughts go

even food, come from the dump.

going into the dump,” she said.

There are 1,200 people living in the

“For me, the longer I was there

dump, which is constantly burning.

the more accustomed I was to the

society, it is no longer about your

Many inhabitants don’t live past

conditions. We focused on the spirit

their mid-30s.

needs, it’s about their needs,” she said.

of the people.”

The lucky children go to a school

Those living in the dump are not

right out of her head.
“You become immersed in that

Members of the group visited the
dump; the main purpose of their mis

run by Open Hearts Ministries at

just the families who were born there.

sion wasn’t to help there but to work

8 a.m., after working in the damp

Shaffner said people are actually

with the children at Campo Alegria,

since before sunrise. They return to

moving into the dump. It’s a place

a camp set up on Lake Nicaragua in

the dump at 3 p.m. But many aren’t

the government has tried to purge,

Rivas, a place for children from the

that lucky. Shaffner said most parents

but people choose to live there

dump to spend a few days.
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The camp is like many found in
the United States. Youths sleep in
barracks, while participating in crafts,
swimming, and other camp-like
activities. When asked what the chil
dren loved the most about camp, they
replied: sleeping in a bed and the food,
Shaffer said, something one might
never hear in a camp in America.
Children stay for only a few days at
a time and then return to their life in
the dump. Shaffner said it is difficult
for them to leave; some children hide
to avoid getting on the bus. But for
the few days at camp they are just
children. Some are swimming for the
first time in their lives, they are getting
meals, and playing. They aren’t work
ers sorting through piles of glass and
standing in toxic, smoke-filled air,
from sunup to sundown.
“They are so beautiful,” Shaffner
repeats as she looks through photo
graphs from the trip.
Shaffner and the group formed a
bond with those shown in her photo
graphs. She shared stories of them,
what made each of them unique.
In one photograph only a portion
of Shaffner’s smiling face is shown
through a pile of children surrounding
her, giving a big group hug. That photo
was taken shortly before the children
boarded the bus back to the dump.
In another photo, Jessie is shown
standing with her arms around two
children. Shaffner pointed to one

young girl and explained that she
is a prostitute.
Their mission started when her
daughter, Jessie (above right) voiced
her desire to go on the trip. Because
she needed a parent to go with her,
Shaffner was recruited.
“In one week’s time, my daughter
changed who she was as a human
being,” Shaffner said, adding that
since their return, Jessie has been
transformed. She appreciates the
life she is given and naturally wants
to be giving back. Submitting an
essay about the experience helped
Jessie secure a scholarship to
Dickinson College, where she will
major in international studies.
Many people are often leery of
making such a trip, Shaffner said.
They are concerned about what
they will be walking into. For her,
having to leave after 10 days was
heartbreaking.
“Through my experience, I can
speak about the life-changing bene
fits of an international service trip.
I am so proud to be a member of
the Daemen community, knowing
that global community engagement
is at the core of our mission.”
Nicaragua is the second poorest
country in the western hemisphere.
Only Haiti is more impoverished.
In Managua and the surrounding
distressed areas, diets consist of
primarily rice and beans, children’s

wardrobes include possibly two sets of
clothing, and homes are one to two
rooms in size.
“What we throw away, what we see as
absolutely nothing, they see as amazing
gifts,” she said.
Shaffner and her daughter will
return in August, 2010, with Shaffner’s
youngest daughter, Sammie, 15, and
10 others from the church. Soon after
returning from her second trip, Jessie
will start her first day of college. Prior
to the mission trip she had wanted to
be an architect but has since changed
her mind and will focus on interna
tional studies.
The image of the dump deeply
affected Shaffner. She saw the worst
in human conditions, but in Nicaragua,
she also saw beauty and met people
whose lives were about their families,
not about things.
Before they stepped onto an airplane,
even before they started packing, the
mission had started: Shaffner’s efforts
were strongly supported by Daemen
students, faculty, and staff, who donat
ed more than $2,000 worth of school
and health supplies and filled five
large tubs with materials.
The supplies will benefit the
missionary school, attended by 348
students, which is located near the
dump. The students learn basic math
and reading skills - until they reach
eighth grade, the highest level the

school teaches. High schools are
expensive and not nearby. As a result,
very few pursue higher education.
The support provided for Shaffner’s
trip was just an extension of the
altruistic efforts at Daemen. Shaffner
said the outreach and service learning
program has become a pillar of the
college; moreover, international
education is promoted through
Daemen’s Global Programs Office.
Some of the work being done by
faculty and students includes deliver
ing AIDS education and awareness in
Tanzania; providing health care to
villages in the Dominican Republic;
and promoting micro-loans and busi
ness incubators to villages in Laos
and Cambodia.
“That’s the norm. It’s not just a few
students on campus that get involved
with service learning,” she said.
While attending college, Shaffner
didn’t have the opportunity to travel
abroad or work on a mission trip.
She was happy to have this opportunity.
Today, as Dean of Admissions, she has
been recruiting international students
for five years, with a recent focus on
China, India and Saudi Arabia.
“Daemen has amazing international
programs and partnerships,” she said.
All missions, small or large, make
up a significant part of the Daemen
Mission Statement, which is promoting
global responsibility, and global involve
ment of its students.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF
CEEARLES L LUMSDEN

I

Last fall, members of the

Charles L. and Gloria B. Lumsden

the last five as chairman.

Daemen community mourned

Gymnasium in recognition of

He was conferred the degree

the loss of former Board of

their many contributions.

of Honorary Doctor of Humane

Trustees Chairman Charles L.

Letters by Daemen, and

Lumsden, of Amherst. The

A lifelong Western New Yorker,

designated Trustee Emeritus.

College's most prestigious

Charles Lumsden co-founded

In 1990, he and his wife, Gloria,

academic honor, given annually

Lumsden & McCormick, LLP,

jointly received the Daemen

to the graduating student with

now one of the largest regional

Presidents Award for distin-

the highest four-year cumulative

accounting firms in the state.

guished service and leadership

grade point average, is named

His extensive involvement and

in Western New York,

in honor of the former Board

support of Daemen College

Chair. In 2004, the Daemen

began with his appointment to

Charles Lumsden passed away

College Athletic Facility, in Duns

the Board of Trustees in 1978;

October 3, 2009. He was 89.

Scotus Hall, was designated the

he served a total of nine years,
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Pictured (L-R) on Sunday, October 18,
2009, at Brookfield Country Club in
Clarence, are: Daemen President
Dr. Martin J. Anisman; Frank Budwey,
owner, Budwey's Supermarkets; Sister M.
Johnice, CSSF; Kathleen Houlihan, Buffalo
Public School District; Jerald M. Stoddard,
M&T Bank (retired); and Ed McMahon,
President, Daemen Associates.

Community service is one of the guid

School. She has been the advisor for

the values of self-worth, dignity

ing principles of a Daemen education.

the very popular International Club,

and respect. Her dedicated spirit

These days it's called service learning,

which promotes and celebrates diver

continues in efforts such as Chaplain

but the goal is the same: to give back

sity in the City of Buffalo, providing

and Counselor at Ground Zero in New

to the community, make a difference

students with opportunities to make

York City, and courtroom advocate, for

in the lives of others, and make our

new friends, while participating in field

those in need.

communities better places to live for

trips and activities throughout the

all of us. In 2009, the Daemen College

year. Ms. Houlihan was instrumental in

Frank Budwey
In an era of super-sized stores, Budwey's

Associates, longtime supporters of

the development of the Dale Carnegie

the College, honored four individuals

Youth Leadership Program for immi

Supermarkets is a successful family

who shared the common trait of giving

grant and refugees students. In May,

owned-and-operated grocery store,

back to the Western New York com

2008, she was awarded the Daemen

with two locations in Western New

munity in four very different fields of

College Department of Social Work

York, 400 employees, and a significant

endeavor.

Humanitarian Award in recognition of

community presence. Founded in

her efforts on behalf of Daemen and

1922 by the grandmother of today's

Buffalo's International Community.

president as a North Tonawanda deli,

Bank for 35 years, retiring in 2004 after

Sister M. Johnice CSSF.

foot markets. After returning from

a successful career. He joined Daemen

Sister M. Johnice received her early

serving in the U.S. Army, Frank worked

College as Major Gifts Officer, with

years of education in Felician-taught

hard, and eventually beat the odds -

responsibility to solicit financial support

schools on the East Side of Buffalo.

and the largest wholesaler in the

from alumni, faculty, and the general

She received two Master's Degrees,

country - proving, in the process, that

public for the Daemen College

in Elementary Education and Moral

he could generate sales against even

Research & Information Commons.

Pastoral Theology. In 1985, Sister M.

a very large competitor. He and his

Jerry presently is serving on a number

Johnice was assigned to the newly-

family have always played an active

of local boards in Western New York.

founded Response to Love Center,

role in bettering their surrounding

opened to serve the needs of poverty-

community; their philanthropic efforts

Jerald M. Stoddard
Jerald M. Stoddard worked for M&T

Budwey's grew to four 3,000 square

Kathleen Houlihan

stricken individuals and families within

garnered Frank the "Citizen of the

For most of the past 26 years,

the East Side of Buffalo. The Center

Year of the Tonawandas Award" in

Kathleen Houlihan taught at Buffalo's

continues today as a haven for the

2005. He is also very active in the

Grover Cleveland International High

needy and a place to teach people

Variety Club.
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The Parent Network of Western New York's

created with $1.3 million in federal funding,

7th Annual Harvest Honors Awards recog-

through the offices of former Western New

; nized Daemen College for outstanding
commitment and service to individuals
with disabilities.
representatives of the College received the

(L-R) Daemen President Dr, Martin J. Anisman;

Assistant Professor o f Education Dr. Mark Brown;
Elizabeth R. W righ t Executive Director-Thomas

26th District.
Beyond the Reynolds Center, The Gersh

President Dr. Martin J. Anisman and

Education Department Chair Dr. Mary Fox;

York Representative Thomas Reynolds (R)

Experience, in partnership with Daemen,
offers accredited college level courses leading

2009 Harvest Honors Community Partner

to a Bachelor's Degreein a variety of majors

ship Award October 29, in Cheektowaga,

in the Arts and Sciences, Health and Human

NY, at the Parent Network's annual dinner.

Services, and pre-professional studies to

The College is at the forefront of what's current

academically high-functioning students with

in educational opportunities for all students

neurobiological disorders, providing the

with spedal needs, and gratefully accepted

optimal level of support needed for students

Parent Network's recognition of its commitment

to earn a four-year college degree while

to inclusive educational experiences.
Daemen offers a wide variety of programs

developing skills needed to succeed in the
adult world.

Reynolds Center for Spedal Education Services

aimed at bringing students with disabilities

and After-School Programs; Assistant Professor

to our campus to engage in meaningful

disorders such as Aspergers Syndrome, other

o f Education Dr. Ruth Berry; Associate Professor

academic programs and sodal activities.

Autism Spectrum Disorders, Attention Deficit

of Education Dr. Bruce Shields; Lisa M. Drewniak,

Among the most significant is The Thomas

Hyperactivity Disorder, Obsessive Compulsive

Reynolds Center for Spedal Education &

Disorder, and Tourette's Syndrome, among

Associate Director-Thomas Reynolds Center for
Spedal Education Sendees and After-School
Programs; David A. Cristantello, Ph.D., Daemen
Vice President for External Relations.

The Gersh Experience serves students with

After-School Programs dedicated in 2004.

others. Daemen also offers opportunities

The Center identifies and teaches srientifically-

for students on campus through YALT (Young

based learning strategies that assist students

Adult Life Transitions), a partnership with

with learning disabilities and students at-risk

People Inc., offering young adults with

for academic failure in mastering standards-

developmental disabilities an opportunity to

based academic skills in the areas of reading,

experience life on a college campus while

writing and mathematics. The Center was

developing functional skills.

o
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Daemen has been awarded $271,834 from the New York State Education Department for its
Teacher/Leader Quality Partnership. The award was given to Daemen Eisenhower Grant Program
Director Jeffrey Arnold. This is the tenth year Daemen College has been awarded funds for this
program, for a total of over $1.7 million since 1999. Daemen is one of only twenty-four higher
education institutions in New York State to receive this competitive award, which is for the
period 2009-2012.
New York State's Teacher/Leader Quality Partnerships (TLQP) program aims at improving

Igllr

the academic success of New York's students by improving the quality of their teachers. The
Education and the Natural Sciences Departments at Daemen College, in partnership with the
Buffalo Public Schools and the Catholic Diocese, collaborate to improve student achievement.

m

The Teacher/Leadership Quality partnership at Daemen College, directed by Jeffrey Arnold,
provides professional development to administrators and teachers in Buffalo Schools with the
intent of increasing student achievement in math and science.

DAEMEN COLLEGE ANNUAL FUND
Enclosed is my gift to support the Daemen College Annual Fund:

This contribution will be matched by:

□ $1,000 □ $500 □ $250 □ $100 □ $50 □ Other $ _____

□ My employer □ My spouse’s employer

□ My check is enclosed (payable to Daemen College.)

Employer Name________________________________

□ Please charge my credit card: □ Mastercard □ Visa □ Discover

□ Matching gift form enclosed.

C ard#_____________________________________________
Expiration Date_________________

Your gift to the Annual Fund helps guarantee the
future of another generation of Daemen students.

Signature___________________________________________

alumni@daemen.edu

bequest is a qvfot tkat keeps on qivinq... vemembet ¿Ê)aemen
DONOR INFORMATION
Name:__________________________________________________
Spouse’s Nam e:__________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City:_______________________ State:______ Zip:___________
Email:__________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________________ _____
□ I have included Daemen College in my will.
□ Please send me information on how to plan a gift for Daemen
College in my will.
□ Please send me information about purchasing a brick on the
Founders Walkway.

olleae!

Take the opportunity to honor a classmate, a
professor, or honor the memory of a dear friend.
The amount of your gift will remain confidential.
My gift is:
□ In Honor o f

□ In Memory o f

Name: ____________________________________________

Please Notify:
Name: ____________________________________________
Address:__________________ .

_____________________

City:__________________ State:_____ Zip:___________

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

DAEMEN COLLEGE
OFFICE OF ANNUAL GIVING
4380 MAIN STREET
AMHERST NY 14226-3592

14226359280

Comedian Michael Ian Black
Headlined 2009 Homecoming
& Family Weekend

Above L-R: Kathryn
(Hellion i) Graf,
Assistant Director.
Annual Giving & g
Alumni Relations, J
Michael Ian Black,
and Lauren Metzger,
Director, Annual
Giving & Alumni
Relations.
Left: Black with
Student Alumni
Ambassadors.

i \ s part of the 2009 Homecoming
& Family Weekend, comedian, actor,
and author Michael Ian Black played
to a large audience November 7 in
Wick Center at Daemen. Tickets were
snapped up quickly, once word of
Black’s coming to Daemen went out.
A multitalented comedian, actor,
writer, and celebrity speaker, Black is
most recognized for his comic com
mentary on VHl's popular I Love the
'70s/'80s/'90s series, and his deadpan
delivery of information and opinions
... .skills he used to provide the
audience with a night of laughter.
Michael Ian Black first came into
the public spotlight as a co-founder
and star of the groundbreaking CBS
and MTV sketch comedy show The

State. In collaboration with his The
State partner, Michael Showalter, he
stars in Michael and Michael Have
Issues, a new series on Comedy
Central. Black’s other work includes
starring in and co-creating the comedy
series Stella on Comedy Central;
playing McKinley in the comedy
cult-classic Wet Hot American Summer
opposite Paul Rudd and Janeane
Garafalo; and a regular role on the NBC
hit drama Ed. He is also the host of
Comedy Central's Reality Bites Back.
Michael Ian Black is now working
as editor-at-large of Cracked, the
half century-old humor magazine.
He has contributed to CNN on poli
tics and current events and also writes
a column called "Michael Ian Black Is

:very w

Famous
Celebrity,"
for the online
edition of
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McSweeney's. His
first book, My Custom
Van (And 50 Other Mind-Blowing
Essays That Will Blow Your Mind All
Over Your Face), came out to rave
reviews in July 2008.

rigor| o^

competq R

^ H H

sRom f

'Fan/¿?/uh

a
it’s around 9 p.m. on Feb. 18,2010, and
Daemen men’s basketball coach Don
Silveri is confidently watching his
Wildcats in the closing moments of
what will be their 99-86 victory over
Point Park on home court.
The buzzer blares and the players
bolt for the showers, while Silveri,
showing little outward emotion,
shakes a few hands and puts another
check-mark in the win column. But
this is no ordinary victory, and coach
Silveri knows it.
It was Silveri’s 500th career win
(330 victorious games for Daemen) no small achievement - though it
went unannounced after the game
ending buzzer, and, says Silveri, he
wasn’t about to toot his own horn.
Such understatement and modesty
is the way he rolls. “The main focus
should be on the great players I’ve
had over the years,” he says. “For the
most part they’ve made my job the
best I could possibly hope for.”
Maybe so. But a 500th career
win prompts him to reflect back on
20

all the young people he’s coached
over his 39-year career - 21 of those
years at Daemen. This is about the
growth of the athletic department,
Silveri points out, shifting the focus
from his own news-making achieve
ment, which is only now sinking in,
he acknowledges, as he’s flooded on
this day after with phone calls, emails, and just prior to our interview,
a congratulatory visit from Daemen
President Martin j. Anisman.
As Daemen’s athletic director,
Silveri has watched things evolve
from two sports to eight, and from 30
student athletes to 120. He recounts
some of the highlights of his long
coaching tenure, including going to
national tournaments an impressive
eight times. And, coaching internation
ally in Puerto Rico, going up against
greats like Los Angeles Lakers coach
Phil Jackson. You learn a lot going
against the best, Silveri says.
His current team is one of the
best, too, and as part of Silveri’s piv
otal 500th career win, guard/forward
Devon Dawson chalked up an impres
sive 16 points that night, pushing him
to 1,015 career points. Not to say that
all of the players didn’t put forth great
effort, as usual. The roster includes, in
addition to Dawson: Travis Craig, Jorge
Ebanks, Mike Maisto, Ike Myrickes,

Jordan Nolan, Ajay Rutledge, M.J.
Oridami, Rob Jacobs, Khorri Silcott,
DJ Johnson, Moustapha Baidy, Jim
Regan, and Chandler Williams.
Building personal relationships
But, ironically, star power and statis
tics sit it out in the bleachers, side
lined by something ultimately more
important to Silveri: how sports can
develop a young person’s character
and prepare him or her for the longerterm challenges that lie ahead in life.
“This is a great job!” he enthused
several times during our conversation,
“it is doing something you love to do
every day, with people you get to build
relationships with.” He’s had some
important relationship-building expe
riences and training, especially with
young people, and it has helped him
become the winning coach he is today.
Who knew, that, while he was
a part-time coach at another area
college in years past, Silveri worked
as ayouth counselor with the Erie
County Detention Center. It gave me
a different perspective, he remembers.
It taught me a lot of patience, and
about how to deal with kids. You run
into different personalities and differ
ent situations.
It also doesn’t hurt that he has a
Master’s degree in student personnel

It’s not about wins Sc losses
You go through different stages,
Silveri explains. “When you’re young,
you’re energetic and on top of the

world, and sometimes have
to kick some butt. Then, when
you’re middle age, you still
have dreams and aspirations.
And then you get to be my
age, and it’s about how you
develop these kids for the
future. That’s why I’m here. It’s
not about the wins and losses.” ■
■
Still, he acknowledges,
it feels pretty darn good to
*
be a winning coach, with five
seasons of 20 or more wins.
■ r ' v\ \
And being named Coach of
the Year, nationally, by the
National junior College
Athletic Association, and at
the professional level in the
Superior League (Puerto Rico).
He was even on the United States
coaching staff at the ’85 Olympic
Sports Festival. Silveri believes devel
oping player’s character is a major
part of a coach’s role, and considers
it one of his strongest points as a
teacher, counselor and coach.
Point guard Travis Craig, who
is also Silveri’s graduate assistant,
calls him a no-nonsense motivator.
“He believes in you and feels
you should, too. He expects results
in academics as well as in athletics.
I’ve had the pleasure of having a close
relationship with him for five years.
From the day I met him he told me
that nothing is guaranteed, and you’ll
only get out what you put in.”
Coach Silveri has always looked
out for his athletes, making sure
they were going to class, and staying
out of trouble. However, when neces
sary, he has gone above and beyond
to fight for a second chance for an
athlete, because he believes they’re
still young and will make mistakes.

l X il

administration. While known as
coach, Silveri is every bit a teacher
and counselor, too, both in terms of
his professional experience and his
personal approach to working with
young athletes. “My two favorite days
are the start of the basketball season,
and graduation,” he points out. “It’s a
proud moment to see how these
young people have progressed. It’s
such a good feeling when you watch
the kids walk across that stage.”
Above all, Silveri emphasizes,
playing sports is a training ground for
life beyond the basketball court, or
the golf course (he’s also Daemen’s
assistant golf coach), or whatever the
athletic venue may be. All the hard
work prepares them for the rigors of
academia and success on the job. And,
he notes, “There are not a lot of gradu
ates who aren’t doing well, and that’s
because of the discipline they learned
from athletics.”
He proudly cites highly success
ful Daemen Women’s basketball
coach and former player Dave Skolen,
and All-American basketball alumnus
Alex Nwora, now head coach at Erie
Community College, whose team is
ranked number one in the nation.
And Matt Pokigo, former number
one Daemen golfer and currently
Daemen’s golf coach; Matt was also
the basketball manager for five years,
and was affectionately known as
“Mr. Daemen.” Also Tim Foley, another
Daemen graduate, currently coaching
basketball at Lackawanna High
School, south of Buffalo.

Another day in paradise
A particularly poignant chapter in
Silveri’s career was the first year his
team qualified for a national tourna
ment. It was 2000, and the culmination
of so much hard work. His voice sud
denly trails off for a few moments.
He’s overcome by emotion, recalling
how he looked up, thinking of his
father, who passed away in 1994, and
knowing he was there, watching his
son in one of his proudest career
moments. It was a side of Don Silveri
not often seen, speaking volumes
about the man behind the winningcoach exterior. And one that surely
helps explain why he connects so
well, not only with the talents of the
athletes he helps shape, but with the
heart inside each one of them.
“Whenever people ask me how
I’m doing, I almost always answer,
just another day in paradise.”
“They think I’m being facetious,”
Silveri says, “but actually that’s how
I feel most days.”
21
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As the newly elected Chair of the Board of Governors, I would
like to begin this message by introducing myself. 1 am a very
proud alumnus of Daemen College. 1 graduated from Daemen
in 1992 with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Education and
since then have been afforded a successful career in the field of
education. I firmly believe that my success is directly related to
the meaningful learning experiences that 1 was provided while
attending Daemen. Currently, I am the Superintendent for the
Lake Shore Central School District in Western New York.

it will be our continued focus to identify new opportunities
to foster a greater involvement of alumni in the exciting world
of Daemen College.
Our initial thoughts on developing expanded opportunities
for alumni involvement will focus on targeted geographical
locations, where there is a dense population of Daemen
graduates across the country and around the globe. In addition,
we will also focus attention on academic programs, such as
the Education, Physical Therapy, and/or Physician Assistant
programs. In particular, I will be calling on all former graduates
of the Education Program to rally and convene in order to
rekindle those professional relationships and to develop a
manner in which we could give back to Daemen College that
would represent our profession. Finally, the third area that
we would like to concentrate on is any of the social groups
that alumni were involved in while at Daemen, such as Greek
societies. Together these areas will provide for focused activities
and the potential for greater interaction and involvement in
delivering the mission of your association.
This issue of Daemen Today features legacy graduates, family
alumni that span over generations. Sharing stories with your
children or grandchildren about your educational experiences
is a form of leaving your legacy, and fostering the advancement
of your family. The Daemen College/Rosary Hill tradition runs
deep and will continue to flourish through sharing your experi
ences. It is the hope of the Alumni Association to assist you and
the College in promoting this success.
In conclusion, it is with mixed emotions that I would like to
acknowledge the recent retirement announcement of the current
Daemen College President, Dr. Martin J. Anisman. During his
leadership, Daemen has prospered in enrollment, achievement
and financially. The vision that Dr. Anisman has provided for
the Daemen community has brought global recognition and will
forever leave his imprint and for that we owe him a deep level
of gratitude.

The honor of being the Chair of the Board of Governors is
important to me as I firmly believe in the mission of Daemen
College and I further believe that it is the responsibility of all
alumni to continue their commitment to serve the needs of
humanity through the pursuit of knowledge, and desiring to
retain close ties with their alma mater, as the Daemen College/
Rosary Hill College Alumni Association Constitution states.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey R. Rabey ‘92

It will be my hope that as this organization moves forward, we
will honor the hard work of the former Chair, Judy Weidemann,
and be able to promote and enhance our current activities in
order to endorse the mission of the association. Furthermore,

Chair, Board of Governors
Daemen College/Rosary Hill Alumni Association
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Location: Park Country Club
2010 Chair: Donald Silveri, Daemen Director of Athletics
$250 donation per golfer includes green fees, cart, lunch & dinner!
Team Sponsor: $1300 donation includes green fees, cart, and lunch foi
golfers, reserved seating at dinner; corporate recognition in program ;
Daemen Today; and two tee/green signs!
Tee & Green Sign: $400 donation
Dinner Patron: only $45
Other sponsorship opportunities available. Contact Lauren Metzger at
lmetzger@daemen.edu or call 716.839.8372!

Daemen Hosting Visiting Fulbright Scholar for
2009-2010 Academ ic Year
A rapidly growing partnership with Beijing University of Chinese Medicine (BUCM) is
one factor behind the increasing number of Chinese students on the Daemen campus an increase from five in 2007 to 18 in 2008. Following formal exchange agreements with
BUCM and Sichuan University in 2006, Daemen faculty and students now travel to China
to study at both universities, and each institution has sent students to attend Daemen.
And in a significant development for the 2009-2010 academic year, Daemen is serving
as host to a Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence from China: Dr. Zhang Lin, Professor of
Pharmacy and Herbal Medicine at the Beijing University of Chinese Medicine.
Dr. Zhang Lin was recommended to Daemen by the President of BUCM as an ideal Scholar-in-Residence for the College.
Her expertise, extensive experience and knowledge of the complex, multifaceted practice of Traditional Chinese Medicine
(TCM) will significantly strengthen and accelerate Daemen's ability to develop a program in Traditional Chinese Medicine.
Since the start of the fall semester, Dr. Zhang has become a familiar figure on campus, teaching courses and providing
guest lectures related to Traditional Chinese Medicine, while providing consultation in developing the curriculum for the
Traditional Chinese Medicine Program at Daemen. Fluent in English, she has worked with Daemen faculty from a range
of disciplines, while also giving presentations in courses in the community and at other local colleges and universities.
Dr. Zhang's residency at Daemen will conclude at the end of May, 2010.

Susan A. Falsone ’96
Susan Ann
Falsone ’96 is
Director of
Performance
Physical Therapy
at Athletes’
Performance, a
private sports performance training
company based in Phoenix, Arizona;
Carson California; and Gulf Breeze,
Florida. Susan and the Athletes’
Performance teamwork with profes
sional athletes in all of the major

organization that Susan travels with

the College and the Sisters. The

in-season. Considered part of the

results of this achievement returned

team’s medical staff, she began the

Rosary Hall to the College for renova

2008 and 2009 Major League Baseball

tion and its use, and also created

seasons with them with spring train

arrangements for the College to house

ing, staying through the regular 162-

members of the Order in perpetuity.

game season, plus the playoffs. As

Additionally, Sister Mary was instru

Major League Baseball’s first female

mental in securing the first major gift

physical therapist and athletic trainer,

launching the College’s recent capital

her achievement is significant: It is

campaign, Anthologies: The Campaign for

one that will open paths for more

Daemen: an endowed scholarship fund

women seeking to follow careers in

in honor of the Sisters of St. Francis,

athletic training at the very highest

founders of Rosary Hill College.

levels of competition, while also
becoming a symbol for higher

Service to the Community

achievement for all women.

Barbara L. Capozzi ’69

sports - baseball, football, basketball,
and hockey - bringing hands-on skills
and extensive knowledge of human
movement to speed rehabilitation
and increase individual performance.

Barbara L.

Dedication to the College

Capozzi ’69

Mary T. A/IcCarrick, 0SF 71

taught in the

Mary McCarrick

Williamsville, NY,
' C

| .

In addition to her Physical Therapy

has been a Sister

Central Schools

Degree from Daemen, Susan has a

of St. Francis for

for over twenty-

Master’s Degree in Human Movement

forty years. Her

five years. She

Science from the University of North

service to the

Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Sisters has includ

activities throughout her life, and,

ed a term as

now in her eighteenth year as a

In November 2007, Susan was
named the physical therapist for The

Director of the Health Center, and two

has been deeply involved with youth

Delegation Leader with the People to

Los Angeles Dodgers - making her

terms as Provincial Minister. Sister

People Student Ambassador Program,

the first-ever female team physical

Mary graduated with a B.A. in English

Barbara is also President of the

therapist and athletic trainer in Major

from Daemen. While serving as

Buffalo/Niagara Falls Chapter of

League Baseball’s history. While also

Provincial Minister, she was instru

People to People International.

working with other professional base

mental in achieving a resolution to the

Barbara has traveled to over 50

ball teams, the Dodgers are the only

longstanding disagreement between

countries around the world, leading
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djfelent lives, but, have
something in common:
student delegations for the People to

through his patient care, teaching,

People Student Ambassador Program.

service, research, and publications.

She is also the Area Director for

Dr. Ross currently leads and directs

People to People Ambassador pro

the $9.2 million, nationally accredited

grams in Upstate NY and Erie, PA.

U.S. Air Force Physical Therapy

Barbara has been a leader and facilita

Assistant Degree Program and U.S.

Uogethel, they leplesent tl
distinguished A lu m n i Jo

tor at PTPI’s Peace Gamp in Egypt in

Air Force orthotics/prosthetics course;

and commitment to campus life

2003, 2005, and 2007, and Jordan in

he also serves as the physical therapy

outside of classes. Michael served

2009, bringing students from all over

advisor to the U.S. Air Force Surgeon

as Student Government President;

the world together to promote Peace

General on medical malpractice issues

participated in intramurals; was active

through Understanding. She and her

and training needs for over 500 officer

in the Physician Assistant Department;

family have entertained guests from

and enlisted members. Among many

and was also a founding member

Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Albania,

other responsibilities: Dr. Ross is a

of the Student Alumni Ambassador

Jordan, Egypt, Italy, Morocco and

faculty member for both the U.S. Air

program in 2001. As a Daemen

Japan. Her experiences have become

Force and U.S. Army annual advanced

Student Alumni Ambassador, he was

part of what Capozzi considers the

physical therapy training courses,

a familiar sight, assisting audience

"living classroom" that she's helped

which are designed to prepare military

members at Daemen Speakers Series

to make possible over the past 18

physical therapists for direct-access

events, as well as welcoming guests at

years. As Barbara describes it, “We’re

practice in deployed environments.

Daemen fundraising events. Moreover,

a regular family from Buffalo who’s

He is, additionally, a prolific author

in recognition of Michael’s dedication

gone international.”

and researcher, and also maintains

to campus life, the Daemen College

an extensive teaching schedule, as

Student Alumni Ambassador program

Advancement in Career

well as speaking, and professional

now presents an annual award to a

Dr. Michael D. Ross, DPT
BS Physical Therapy ’92

presentations.

graduating Ambassador, recognizing

Dr. Michael D. Ross, physical thera
pist and officer in the U.S. Air Force,

a student who exemplifies the passion
and commitment to Daemen that

Michael G. Patane, PA ’05

Michael did, with the Michael G.
Patane Outstanding Student Alumni

currently serves as the Director of

Michael G. Patane

Ambassador Award. Michael’s most

the U.S. Air Force Physical Medicine

‘05, M.S. was an

recent visit was to the Black Tie

Training Programs at Sheppard Air

outstanding

opening of the New Research &

Force Base in Wichita Falls, Texas.

student while

Information Commons, as a

For more than 17 years, Dr. Ross has

enrolled at

Leadership-Level donor. As a

focused his life on improving the

Daemen, serving

Distinguished Graduate of the Last

physical therapy career field, making

as a model of

Decade, Michael is proving himself

a significant impact on the profession

both excellence in the classroom,

to be a person Daemen can count on.
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Class of '69 Reunion

Greek Reunion
Congratulations to Sigma Omega Chi for
raising the m ost funds in the Greek Challenge
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What’s the value of a Daemen
degree? Louis J. Cercone, Jr.’94
is uniquely qualified to answer
that question... .literally.
As an accounting professional,
Cercone is often called upon in
courts of law to help determine
an individual’s enhanced earning
capacity for purposes of settling
divorce cases. Which often calls
for him to place a value for subject’s
potential earnings over his or her
anticipated work life that are
attributable to the person’s degree.
Which is somewhat ironic
because Cercone, a partner and
managing director of Brisbane
Consulting Group, LLC in Buffalo
(the consulting division of Lumsden
& McCormick, LLP, a large regional
certified public accounting firm),
values his degree from Daemen in
a very big way.
I can’t say enough about Daemen,
declares Cercone, who majored in
accounting. “The classes and quality
of education enabled me to pass the
CPA exam shortly after graduation,

and I made partner with one of the
largest accounting firms in Western
New York in 2006. My Daemen
degree made that possible.”
Cercone was born and raised in
Tonawanda, where he and his wife
of more than 30 years, Debbie, a
teacher at Starpoint, have lived since
1980. Cercone’s affinity for numbers
is the apple that didn’t fall far from
the tree. His late father, Louis, was
an engineer with an exceptional

for restaurant profitability, and that
required an understanding of basic
accounting principles.
This paved the way for choosing
to major in accounting, explains
Cercone, who points out that he
chose Daemen because of its small
class size.
“I was over the age of 30 and
had been out of school for a number
of years, and Daemen seemed less
intimidating,” he recalls.

aptitude in math, Cercone remem
bers. “Through grammar school and
high school, a poor grade in math
was just not acceptable,” he adds.
In addition, his mother, Charlotte,
now an active 78, has been working

Now Cercone, who received the
James Oddy Award in 1994, given
to the graduating senior with the
highest grade point average, has

in the office at St. Joseph’s Collegiate
Institute, the high school from which
Cercone graduated.

double since 2000.

Prior to attending Daemen,
Cercone worked as a director of
operations for Specialty Restaurants,
which owned Flying Tigers and
Crawdaddys (the former now
defunct, the latter now Shanghai
Reds). He also had responsibilities

proudly watched revenues from
Brisbane’s consulting division

Cercone notes that Brisbane
Consulting Group’s primary focus
is forensic accounting, meaning
accounting functions that are tied
to litigation. For example, a large
part of his practice involves the
valuation of closely held businesses
for divorce. In New York, anything

acquired during a marriage is
marital property and subject to
equitable distribution, he explains.
This means that every marital asset
has to be identified and valued. When
one spouse owns a business or a pro
fessional practice, we are called in on
behalf of one spouse or the other, or
as a court-appointed expert to estab
lish value. In many cases, Cercone
testifies as an expert witness.
But forensic accounting cannot
be discussed for very long, it seems,
without the name of Bernie Madoff
bubbling to the surface. Cercone was
terse and decisive when asked for his
thoughts about the most egregious
investment scam in U.S. history and
its now reviled perpetrator.
“In my view, it wasn’t what he
did that was as shocking as how
many people he did it to, and how
long he got away with it,” Cercone
says. “I’m all for increased regulation
and severe punishment for those
who defraud the investing public.”
It wasn’t exactly Madoff-like in
scale, but Cercone says he does recall
from his files of memorable and
challenging cases one local incident
that involved a junkyard owner, who
conducted a significant amount of
transactions in cash.
“During our investigation of the
underlying books and records, we
discovered documents and records
that supported a much higher income
than was reported on the income tax
returns,” Cercone remembers about
the off-the-books scammer. “Our
investigation and analysis led to a
quick settlement and a favorable
outcome for our client.”
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(L-R) Seated at Lumsden & McCormick, LLP, are, Tom Schwartz, Valuation Analyst; Carley Mealey, Senior Valuation Analyst; Jon Davis,
Valuation Analyst; Shafiq Jalal, Senior Valuation Analyst; Lou Cercone; Doug Sosnowski, Principal, Business Valuation.

Education Held in

Law School in Lansing, Michigan.

It also performs business valuations

High Regard

His next youngest brother, John,

for estate tax and gifting as well as

graduated from the Air Force

shareholder and dissenting share

The Daemen alumnus, who has

Academy and is a pilot for Delta

holder actions (corporate divorces).

received a number of professional

Airlines. Youngest sister Cathy is a

designations within the forensic

teacher at Maple West.

accounting and business valuation

Away from the courts and the
calculations, the obviously fit, 5 ft.,

An accredited senior member of

9 in., 180-lb. Cercone enjoys golfing

discipline, and speaks widely on

the American Society of Appraisers

and working out and is proud of his

business valuation issues, is part

and past chair of the Consulting

Italian heritage.

of a family where education and

Services Committee of the New

achievement are held in high regard.

York State Society of Certified Public

young age and I like to keep in

His wife Debbie attended Canisius

Accountants, Cercone points out

shape so that I’m able to enjoy my

College in Buffalo, graduating near

that he was very impressed with the

fifties and meet my future grand

the top of her class. The couple’s

electives at Daemen.

children,” he says. “This year, for

oldest daughter, Kristen, 29, holds

“Debbie and I got married at a

“I really enjoyed my classes in

our 30th anniversary, Debbie and I

a Ph.D. in psychology and treats

English and history. And the math

went to Bermuda. We enjoy travel

young teenagers through Kaleida

department was excellent. I even

ing together and we hope to get to

Health. Her husband, Todd, is a

considered a math minor.”

Italy soon, since both of our families

dentist in Lockport. The Cercone’s

Math - in the form of forensic

son, Louis, 27, is a middle school

accounting, to be precise - is a major

teacher at Lockport Central, and

part of Cercone’s professional life.

their younger daughter Kelly, 25,

Moreover, he says he wants Daemen

works in the merchandising

Today readers to be aware that

department of Fisher-Price Toys.

Brisbane Consulting Group is also

In addition, Louis’ younger brother,

involved in cases that require the

Chuck, is a lawyer and dean of the

quantification of economic damages

faculty at the Thomas M. Cooley

as the result of a breach of contract.

are Italian. We are definitely looking
forward to it.”

SAVE THE DATE !
Rosary Hill College

*1360 Class Reunion
October B-S, 2 0 1 0
Daemen Campus
Sunday, October 10
5 0 Plus Reunion
Brunch

C1352-1BBC3

60s

90s

Annette (Unfried) Buhsmer, ’60,
Medical Records Administration,
travels with her husband to visit their
daughters and families in Maine and
England. They also spend three
months during the winter in
Colorado.
Patricia (McCarthy) Hohl, ’60,
Sociology, tells Daemen Today that
after retiring as a social worker in
June 2006, she accepted a position
with the Department of Defense
working with soldiers and their
families at Fort Drum, NY and in
Germany. “It has been such a gift in
my life, intense but rewarding work.
The assignments in Germany have
been wonderful - meeting so many
new people, such fun and great trav
eling. I think it must be true, some
times the best is saved for last!”
writes Patricia.
Mary (Croak) MacManus, ’60,
Sociology, is retired after 17 years
serving as an assistant tax assessor
for her hometown of Princeton, NJ.
Geri (Petko) Martin, ’60, Medical
Technology, retired in 1998 along
with her husband, Phil. They have
three married daughters: Karen, Lisa
and Kristin, and are the proud
grandparents of Ben (2XA) and two
granddaughters due in May.
(Anne) Mickey
(McGarry) Slind,
’60, History, of
Decorah, IA was
the recipient of
the Friend of
Region IV Award
for distinguished
service to NAFSA:
Association of
International

Educators in October 2009. The
purpose of this award is to honor
an individual whose work has con
tributed significantly to international
understanding, cooperation, and
friendship with colleagues in
NAFSAs Region IV (IA, MO, MS,
ND and SD).
Mary Lou (Mulhem) Trombly, ’60,
English, is retired along with her
husband of almost 45 years, John
(Jack). They have 2 children and 4
grandchildren.
Suzanne (Cole) Fortner, ’66, English,
is retired and living in Northern
California. She would love to hear
from the “old gang.”

70s
Lorraine Nancy (Stanis) Zeitler,’70,
Elementary Education, remembers
her years at Rosary Hill/Daemen
College. They were not allowed to
wear slacks and weekday curfews
were 7pm!! Her memorable mentors
were Sister Maura and Sister Rosalita.
Patricia (Swiatek) Cipolla, ’79, Social
Work, is employed by Erie County
DSS, her second career. Patricia
spent 21 years at a non-profit Adult
Care Facility, United Church Home.
She still remembers every zip-code
for every town in WNY because of
all the bulk mailings she worked on
as a work-study student in the
Alumni Office (1977-1979)!

80s
Michael Gerald Wydysh, ’80, History
& Government, was promoted by
First Niagara Bank to vice president,
business relationship manager.
Michael joined the bank as an area
sales manager.

Heather A. (Hanson) Goodbody,’91,
Business, Vice President and Private
Wealth Adviser for The Goodbody
Group, Merrill Lynch and is on the
Board of Directors for the Golisano
Children’s Hospital. Heather lives
in Pittsford, NY with her husband,
Jo h n ,’91, Physical Therapy, and
two sons, ages 8 & 6.
Michelle Albrecht-Steffens,
’92, Accounting, and hus
band, Harry were blessed
with a baby girl, Elizabeth
Michelle, bom on March
18, 2009. Elizabeth joins
her siblings: Carolynn (7), James (6),
Michael (5) and Timothy (3).
Anne Marie V. Bantle, ’99, Nursing,
was recently recognized as the
“Outstanding Staff Nurse” at Kaleida
Health Systems, The Gates Facility for
2009 after 20 years of employment.
Bantle was also to be recognized by
the NYS Nurses Association as the
“Outstanding Staff Nurse of the Year.”
Anne Marie has been accepted into
the Masters in Science in Nursing and
Family Nurse Practitioner program at
D’Youville College. Bantle is a health
columnist for the Buffalo Downtowner
magazine as well.
Mary (Dudzic) Beach, ’99,
Special Education, and
Nathaniel Beach, ’99,
Physical Therapy, wel
comed their first baby, a
daughter, Ella Rayne on
February 17, 2008.
Daniel Kingsley, ’99, Physical Therapy,
is owner of the new Chittenango
Physical Therapy, EC. in Chittenango,
NY. He opened his practice on
August 3, 2009.
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Are you and your spouse
both Alumni?
Join the Honey Club!
Whether you were married
in 1949 or 2 0 0 9 we want to know!

Tell us about it!

Jennifer (Rickard) Pachol,
’99, Physical Therapy, and
her husband, Eric, welcomed
a new addition, Cole
William born on April 22,
2009. Cole joins his
brother Keilan at home.

Penny Nicole (Cieply)
Grippen, ’02, Childhood/
Special Education,
announces the birth of
her second child, Kylie
in August 2008. They now
have a boy and a girl.

John Redmond, ’99,
Physical Therapy, and Erica
(Olijnyk) Redmond, ’01,
Education, have two sons,
Jackson (5) and Carter (2).

Angela (Cimato) Hawkins, ’02,
Physician Assistant, has become an
owner/partner in White Mountain
Family Healthcare in Littleton, NH.

What's your story?
D id you start dating while at college ?
How did you m eet?
•

W hen did you get m arried ? Children ?
Favorite college m em ory together?

Do you have any children o r grandchildren
that attended D aem en/R osary H ill ?

WHY JOIN?
Look forward to Alumni events for
Honey Club members.
It’s eco-friendly! We can link you on our
system so you and your spouse get one mail
ing if you prefer.
Your story could wind up in Daemen
Today!

We will send you and your spouse a special
gift, just for sharing!
To become a member of the Honey Club use
the form on the back of this page and tell us
your special story. If you prefer you may email
your information to

alumni@daemen.edu
found my

ro> noneu
_ Daemen
at College

Karen (Schilling)
Casillo, ’00,
Business
Administration,
Education, and
husband, Paul,
welcomed their
first child, Emma
Ann, on November 1, 2009.
Morgan (Bonney) Cruz,
’01, Childhood & Special
Education, married Christopher
Cruz on May 16, 2009. Morgan
completed her Master’s degree in
Reading and Literacy from Walden
University in 2005 and is currently
teaching for the Union Springs
School District.
James Stapleton, ’01,
Graphic Design, was
married in October 2008 to Kristine
Vignola.
Joelle Elyse (Karch)
Taylor, M.D., ’01, Biology,
and her husband are
happy to announce the
birth of their son, Warren
Breck Taylor, who was
born on September 8, 2009.

Andrea Lorene Kittle,
’02, Physical Therapist,
became engaged to
Gregory Robert Ide, of
Newark. Andrea is a PT
at Newark-Wayne Community
Hospital. A July 2010 wedding is
being planned in Newark.
Phillip Mahunik, ’02,
Physical Therapy, and his
wife, Sarah welcomed their
first son, Harrison Ryan,
on August 10, 2009.

Timothy J. Musielak, ’02,
Psychology and Pia T.
(Baldo) Musielak, ’03,
Physician’s Assistant,
celebrated the birth of
their son Kyle Timothy on
October 15, 2009. Timothy recently
became a Licensed Mental Health
Counselor and is a Credentialed
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Counselor.
Meredith (Webb) Sillick,
’02, Social Work, married
David Sillick in July 2006
and live in Colden, NY.
They welcomed the birth
of their first child, who
was born in January 2008.

Katherine J . (Paris) Uphoff, ’02,
Physician Assistant, has joined
the staff at Margaretville Family
Hospital. Katherine will work at the
Margaretville Family Health Center,
which is adjacent to the hospital in
Margaretville, NY.
Susan E. Valvo, ’03,
Social Work, announces
her engagement to Daniel
T. Ostrander of East
Aurora. An October 2010
wedding is planned. Susan currently
works as a social worker for Total
Senior Care, Inc.
Clarke D. Brown, ’04, Physical
Therapy, was appointed to the State
Board of Physical Therapy for a fiveyear term at the June 2009 meeting
of the Board of Regents. Brown owns
and operates a private practice, with
offices in Macedon and Newark.
Licensed since 1980, he has achieved
board certification as an orthopaedic
specialist, also as a national strength
and conditioning specialist and is a
certified athletic trainer.
Kristen Amber DiCesare, ’04, Natural
Sciences, has been named the mar
keting director at Orchard Heights,
an assisted-living and memory-care
residence in Orchard Park, NY.
Katie Martin, ’04,
Childhood and Special
Education, announces
her engagement to Kevin
Miller. A July 2011 wed
ding is planned in Buffalo, NY.
Katie is currently a special education
teacher in Cape Coral, FL where
the couple resides and Kevin is a
Commercial Real Estate Broker.
Nicole Palma, ’04, Biochemistry, has
completed the requirements for the
American Society of Quality (ASQ)

to be named as a Certified Quality
Engineer. She is a quality engineer at
Indium Corporation in Clinton, NY.
"«I* Antoinette (DelBel)
Bryant, ’05, English,
married Michael Bryant on August
21, 2009. The couple honeymooned
in Costa Rico and live in Long
Beach, NY.
Holly (Betti) Cellino, ’05,
Education, and her hus
band, Sam, are happy to
announce the birth of their
first child, Rocco Michael,
who was born on October
26, 2009. Congratulations!
Emily Avery Dlugosh, ’05,
Special Education, was
married on December 27, 2009 to
Joshua Thomas Hunt. Emily is a third
grade teacher in the Fairport Central
School District.
Sarah Kasouf, ’05, Special
Education, is engaged to
Dennis Clausen, of Oneida,
NY. They are planning an
October 2010 wedding in
North Syracuse. Sarah is a third-grade
teacher at St. Margaret’s School in
Mattydale.
Tammy Marie (Dougherty)
Miller, ’05, Physician
Assistant, and Daniel Eric Miller
were married on May 15, 2009 in
Skaneateles, NY. The couple honey
mooned in St. Lucia and lives in
Auburn, NY. Tammy is employed
at Interlakes Orthopaedic Surgery
in Geneva and Daniel works at
Buckeye Pipeline.

low Dae
http://twitter.com/daemencoUege

Matthew C. Paluch, ’05,
Business, and his wife,
Jessie welcomed their
first child, Taylor Diana,
September 24, 2009.
Matthew works for GEICO
in Getzville, NY and the couple live
in Tonawanda, NY.
Alicia (Mason) Scott, ’05, Nursing,
& ’09, MS in Nursing/Adult Nurse
Practitioner, has been promoted
from registered nurse to nurse practi
tioner with Niagara Falls Memorial
Medical Center. Alicia resides in
Niagara Falls, NY.
Jessica (Borek) Scholze,
’05, Social Work, and
her husband, Dan, wel
comed their son, Zachary
Daniel into the world on
July 8, 2009.
David Denk, ’06, Sculpture,
wed Stephanie Willman
on October 17, 2008. David and his
bride recently purchased their first
home and reside in Lake View, N.Y.
Brandon Michael Gravino,
’06, Business, and
Kimberley Jean Walker,
’07, Art, became engaged
and are planning an
October 2010 wedding.
Adrienne M. (Brydalski)
Hanvey, ’06, Physician
Assistant, and Lee Hanvey of
Canandaigua, NY were married on
September 19, 2009. Adrienne is an
Oncology PA in Rochester, NY and
Lee is an Electrical Engineer.
Mary M. Hoelscher, ’06,
Nursing, and Eric A. Burt
were married on May 9, 2009. Mary
is a charge nurse in the Emergency
Department at ECMC.

daemen college
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Jessica Burke, ’07,
Physical Therapy, and
Peter Morales are happy
to announce the birth of
their son, Alexander David
Morales on October 3, 2008.
Daniel Crofts, ’07, English, has
recently become a writer for the
Examiner. He writes three to four
short articles each week related to
the arts and education. The articles
can be seen at the following link:
http://www.examiner, com/x-18071Buffalo-Arts-Education-Examiner.
Jennifer Hallinan, ’07,
Art Education, became
engaged to Nicholas
Licata.
David A. Kibby, ’07, Physician
Assistant, was recently hired in
Emergency/Urgent Care Medicine
at North Medical, PC in Fayetteville,
NY. He formerly worked in otolaryn
gology and allergy care.

Favorite College Memory together

Would you allow your story to be printed in
Daemen Today? Yes / No
Would you like to assist the Alumni office with event
programming for the Honey Club? Yes / No
Mail this form to Daemen College, Alumni
Relations, 4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226
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Sean Love, ’07, Education, was
recently inducted into the Watkins
Glen High School Sports Hall of
Fame. Sean is a past athlete of
soccer and basketball. He lives in
Williamsville, NY and works as a
manager for Verizon.

lecture, clinical for senior students,
and curriculum development at
Alfred State College. Laurie lives
in Portville, NY with her husband,
Patrick, and three children: Kyle,
Connor, and Chloe.
Megan Nichole Fox, ’08,
Physical Therapy, became
engaged to Nicholas Day of
Clifton Springs. The couple
plan a May 2010 wedding.
Jessica Delilah Mann, ’08, Education,
completed basic training for the
United States Army at Fort Jackson,
Columbia, SC in October 2009.

IUSICALFARE THEA

Elizabeth M. (Sobieraj) Traquair, ’08,
Childhood & Special Education
and ’09, MS in Special Education
and Scott R. Traquair, ’09, Health
Care Services, exchanged wedding
vows on August 15, 2009. They
met while attending Daemen and
came back on their wedding day
for photographs. The newlyweds
reside in Amherst, NY. Best wishes!

Elisha Marie Whitney, ’07,
Physical Therapy, is engaged
to Justin Anthony Arthur
Randall. The couple
work in Washington,
DC. Elisha is a physical therapist
and Justin is employed with the
Department of Defense. They will
be married in July 2010.
Laurie Dunn, ’05, Nursing & ’09,
MS in Nursing Executive Leadership,
has been hired as an assistant profes
sor in the nursing program where
she serves as a team instructor for
freshman and senior levels to include

Damian Desbordes, ’09, Political
Science, would like to announce
his engagement to Kadie J. Horton,
Class of 2013. Damian is a former
Daemen College Ambassador.
Congratulations and Best Wishes,
Damian and Kadie.

Daem en Vintage Online
Rifka (Bernstein) Erps,
’09, Childhood Special
Education, and her
husband welcomed their
daughter, Devora Erps,
into the world on
March 12, 2009.

M. Ronald at Disney’s Magic Kingdom.
A September 2011 wedding is planned.
Rachel Plesh, ’09, Special
Education, is engaged to
Charles Gullo. The couple’s
wedding is set for June 2010
and honeymoon plans
include a trip to Greece.

Amber Autumn Fordyce,
’09, Physician Assistant,
was married in August 2009 to
Ashok Nigam of Williamsville.

Sara Arlene (Barlow ) Galda, ’09,

Tasha Marie Putraw, ’09,
Psychology, announces her
engagement to Bradlee Paul
Amos of Cheektowaga. The
wedding is tentatively set
for May 2011.

A festive Feb. 11, 2010 event introduced
Daemen private label wines. Proceeds will
benefit the Alumni Association. Presenters
Chateau Buffalo & Chow Chocolat
Winners of Daemen's label design contest (L-R):
Kayla Marie Fritz, B.F.A. Illustration,'11
Korey Downey, B.F.A. Graphic Design,'06
and Kathryn Belliotti Graf B.F.A. Painting,'06
Alumni & friends across the country can buy
wine and Chateau Buffalo will ship the order:
www.chateaubuffalo.com/catalog/c13_p1 .html

Kevin Raymond, ’09,
Physical Therapy, and
Ilissa Shope, ’09, Physical Therapy,
were married in Jun e 2009 in
Geneva, NY.

English-Adolescence Education,

Tzipora (Klar) Silber,

was married to Jason Galda in

|

August 2009.
Tamara Musielak, ’09,
Early Childhood
Education, became
engaged to Christopher

'" f

EarlY Childhood
Education, welcomed a
baby boy, Yisroel, bom
| Sept. 17, 2009.

KEEP US INFORMED... APPEARIN THE NEXT CLASS NOTES!
The Alumni Relations Office wants to keep in touch with you, our Alumni. Your input allows us to provide you with

0*Ü

better services. Fill out the form below on both sides and drop it in the mail to us; we look forward to hearing from you.
Send to: Alumni Relations Office, 4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226. You may also submit your information by email, contact:

pcieslik@daemen.edu. Attach high resolution digital photographs along with the appropriate identification and announcement text.
Current Name:
Name while attending C ollege:_________

Class Year:

Course of Study:

Current Address (is this a new address?):

Evening phone:

Day phone:
Please call me: □ Day

□ Evening

Preferred email:

J o b N e w s - announce that promotion or job change (including retirement) that you have worked so hard to earn. Let your classmates
and fellow alum know of your achievements.________________________________________________________________________________

In Memoriam
Barbara (Hubbard) Block, ’60, English,
passed away on January 31, 2008.
Rosemarie Kathleen (Lanza) Miano,
’60, English, survived by daughter
Lorraine Miano Fike, passed away
on December 18, 2007.

Florence (Slomba) Roche, ’70,
French, of Buffalo, NY, passed away
on December 21, 2007. She is missed
by her husband, Bertrand and family.
Donna Marie Dorochak, OSF, ’71,
Business, of Amherst, NY, passed
away on January 5, 2010.

Norma Jean (Babcock) Butler, ’53,
Secretarial Science, of Beverly Hills,
MI, passed away on December 23,
2009. Norma was the beloved wife
of John “Jay” Butler, mother of three
sons, and the grandmother of six.

Kenneth Michael Hutton, ’87, History
& Government, passed away suddenly
and unexpectedly on June 20, 2009,
in San Pedro Sula, Honduras at the
age of 49.

Eileen Burke Hogenkamp, ’62,
English, survived by husband
Thomas J. Hogenkamp; mother of
Eileen V (James) Klubeck and the
late Thomas V. Hogenkamp; grand
mother of two and one sister, passed
away on September 13, 2009.

Mark David Nichols, ’93, Physical
Therapy, of Brownville, NY, 40 years
old, passed away suddenly on January
23, 2010. Mark is survived by his
wife, Kelly Kehoe Nichols, a daughter,
Taylor Mary, and his parents, grand
parents and two brothers.

Joan C. (Fischer) Hjalmarson, ’63,
Art, passed away on September 9,
2009. Joan is the mother of Linnea
Longo and Sture J. Hjalmarson,
grandmother of Brittany and Natalie
Longo, and two sisters.

Gary W. Hardy, II, ’02, Nursing,
of Niagara Falls, NY, 39 years old,
passed away on September 2, 2009.
Gary devoted most of his life to the
military, most recently in the Army
National Guard.

Sister Jeanne File
OSF, passed away on
March 1, 2010 at the age
of 94. An internationally
known calligrapher,
she was also one of the
seven Sisters of St. Francis who found
ed Rosary Hill College in 1947.
Sister Jeanne headed the Art Department,
the largest program at the College, for
its first 24 years. She was a 1941 gradu
ate of Mt. St. Joseph’s Teachers College,
and earned a Master’s degree and a
Ph.D. from Catholic University.
Sister Jeanne took invitational teach
ing positions at Catholic University;
Boston College; and the University
of San Francisco. She also taught a
semester of classes on WNED-TV in
1961. Following her retirement from
Daemen, Sister Jeanne was honored by
the Daemen College Alumni Board of
Governors in 1997 for career accom
plishments. She was an inspiration to
members of the Daemen community
and to countless others.
Sister Jeanne last resided at Stella
Niagara, New York.

Marriages - we are honored to announce the marriages of our alumni - many alum are marrying each other!

Births - your child(ren) can join our Baby Bear Club if you tell us when they were bom. We’ll send the child a letter and a
Daemen College Baby Bear._________________

Memorials - tell us of the recent death of an alum or friend of the college.

Change of Address - let us know where you are - we reconnect many friends to rekindle old friendships, help reunite sororities/
fraternities, social clubs, etc. We can’t put your old friends in touch with you if we can’t find you!

Fond Memories - one event (or many) which you remember from your College experience. Send a message out to your friends!
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Daemen College/
R o s a r y H ill C o l l e g e

Honey Club members Elizabeth Sobieraj, ’08 & ’09 and Scott Traquair, ’09 were wed on August 15, 2009.
The couple posed on the front steps of Rosary Hall to commemorate their first meeting on campus.
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Daemen Hosts Record
Students Compete for Trustee Scholarships

S

Scholars Day is an invitation-only event during which Daemen recruits for its freshman class from the College's most promising
first-year applicants. During the event, students participate in an individual interview, campus tour, and various presentations,
Academic achievement, leadership and commitment to community service are all taken into consideration in the selection of
the top scholars. Over 225 students, some from as far away as Montana and Texas, traveled to Daemen for this important event
On February 6, 2010, Christopher Johnson, a 2006 Scholarship recipient, was the keynote speaker at the event. Chris spoke
about his internship with the Greater Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame and The Buffalo Bills Alumni Association as well as his plans
to go to law school upon graduation.
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